
The brakes on the development of the 
region: deficient transport, aging population 
and depopulation in the interior
TERRITORIAL DIAGNOSIS OF THE MARINA ALTA (II)

Seven months of research (from March to September of this year) in order to "reflect in detail  the

current situation of the Marina Alta at socioeconomic, labor, social and territorial level" have resulted in

the Territorial Diagnosis of the Marina Alta elaborated by Creama within the framework of the  Local

Agreement for Employment and Local Development constituted by the great majority of the town halls.

 A vast document, on which this newspaper (la Marina Plaza) offered a first look a few days ago and into

which it now goes into detail given the value it provides for the analysis of the current situation of the

region and to establish in a consensual manner among the municipalities the lines of action to boost the

economy, promote employment and, by extension, improve the living conditions of its citizens.

The communication by road in the interior of the region is one of the brakes to the economic activity.

The study is based on extensive data collection work. On the one hand, quantitative (statistics from

official,  cartographic  sources  and  more  than  200  variables  related  to  the  territory  and  the  work

environment); on  the  other,  qualitative  (55  personal  interviews  throughout  the  region,  two  Focus

Groups  with  the  participation  of  experts  and the  constitution  of  a  Citizen  Forum open to  all  civil

society). From  there  the  conclusions  are  drawn  up,  following  the  following  structure:  integrated

analysis, general conclusions and, finally, the definition of proposals and strategies. This report focuses

on the part of the document that addresses the territorial issue.

Analysis
On the one hand, the study structures the data collected in an analysis of Weaknesses (debilidades),

Threats(amenazas,  Strengths  (Fortalezas)  and  Opportunities  (oportunidades)  ( SWOT  analyisi ). As



already pointed out in the first report, the comparison of the data has allowed, among other things, to

establish three differentiated areas within the region in terms of their socioeconomic characteristics: the

coast, the intermediate strip and the interior. Therefore, in the box that is shown, some of the items

appear shaded: in blue, those corresponding to the interior area; in green, to the intermediate zone, and

in yellow to the coastal strip. The rest are common to the whole region.

This table summarizes these weaknesses, threats, strengths and opportunities in the field of Population,

Territory,  Infrastructure  and  Environment.  Note,  for  example,  of  the  "dangerous  effect  of

depopulation" in the interior while public services and labour supply are "focused" on the coast. Or of

the "constant" aging of the population, more accelerated also in the interior zone.



General conclusions
From the SWOT analyses and citizen participation, the study extracts  conclusions about the territorial

scope  and  its  resources. The  most  positive  aspects  are  the  potential  of  the  region. Specifically,  "an

enviable landscape environment with a potential that few territories can choose." A total of 66 protected

natural areas -4 natural parks among them- together with the "year-round climate, its strategic location,

the wide range of Cultural Interest Assets and architectural monuments, since it combines 33 km. of

beaches with mountainous formations in a small area, gives it an excellent tourist position ahead of its

competitors ".

It  also highlights the existence of a "variety of native agri-food products -such as moscatell  grapes,

cherries, Bomba rice, ...- of an enormous quality, as well as an internationally recognized gastronomy

with  the  presence  of  several  Michelin  stars  among  its  numerous  restaurants"  . At  this  point,  the

appointment of Dénia and the Marina Alta as City, Creative of the Gastronomy of Unesco stands out.

Transportation: neither out nor in

However,  not  all  are  advantages,  far  from  it. there  are  many  obstacles  to  socioeconomic

development. "The transport infrastructure that the region has is very deficient and slows down the

growth of the potential of the region," says the document. "Getting to the Marina Alta is expensive, both

in terms of money and time; the lack of rail access and the fact that the only fast route by road is paid,

makes it difficult for visitors to flow and the expansion of economic activity in the region. "

These communications are also not adequate within the region, with an "insufficient" public transport

between municipalities that hinders social cohesion "so necessary for the sustainable development of

the area."

Human capital: depopulation in the interior and aging

Regarding human capital, there are two identified features that "stand out from the rest". One of them is

not good or bad in itself. Is that one in three inhabitants of the Marina Alta is foreign. The ratio of

foreign population, in fact, is much higher than that of the province of Alicante (18%) or that of the

Valencian  Community  (13%). By  nationalities,  in  the  region highlights  the presence of  English  and

Germans.

On the other hand, the other demographic feature is worrisome and has a special impact on the interior:

the  progressive  aging  of  the  population. The  current  average  is  44.7  years  -  above  the  provincial,

autonomous and state averages. In the interior of the region  it is even greater, 51 years, "and that is in

this area where there is a disturbing trend to depopulation, a serious problem in certain municipalities

where you have to put the focus of attention," says the document.

The landscape, the great opportunity

From all these notes the diagnosis establishes the conclusion that "in the Marina Alta the landscape

resources must be exploited, while being conserved for the sake of a sustainable development of the

territory  that  favors  the  appearance  of  economic  activities  that  attract  the  settlement  of  families,

especially in the interior area ". It adds that "this sustainable development together with improvements

in both conventional and digital infrastructures, will help the overall progress of the region."


